The density of snail populations in lentic and lotic ecosystems (see Glossary) fluctuates along with 87 the availability of several abiotic and biotic environmental factors (e.g., temperature of the water, 88 conductivity, pH and presence of suitable vegetation) [25, 26] . In addition, the adaptability of snail 89 species serving as intermediate hosts of GBHs to changing environments, as a consequence of 90 climatic variations and/or human-driven modifications of ecosystems, is bound to play key roles in 91 the epidemiology of these diseases, as well as on the robustness of intervention strategies based on 92 the control of snail populations. Therefore, given the ability of these gastropods to colonise a range of different habitats, their 109 control and that of the GBHs they transmit presents inevitable challenges. For this reason, gaining a 110 profound knowledge of snail-parasite interactions will represent a key arrow in our quiver of 111 potential weapons against GBHs, as it will allow researchers to identify parasite 'Achille's heels' on 112 which to address future efforts aimed at developing disease intervention strategies based on parasite 113 control.
115
Gastropods and trematodes 116
The majority of studies performed to explore snail-parasite relationships have been focused on 117 schistosomes and their intermediate hosts, primarily because of the availability of experimental 118 systems that allow maintenance of these parasites in several species of molluscs in the laboratory 119
[9]. As a consequence, a plethora of information has been collected over the last few years on the 120 biological and molecular interactions occurring between schistosome parasites and their gastropod 121 intermediate hosts (Box 1) [34] [35] [36] [37] , including the intramolluscan life cycle of those flatworms. Concluding remarks 290
Given the well-known issues with widespread anthelmintic resistance involving a number of 291 parasites of livestock, and the realistic possibility that such mechanisms may eventually emerge in 292 human helminths, we advocate for the development of an integrated approach to combat diseases 293 caused by GBHs. This could include i) information campaigns on GBHs and on their prevention in 294 endemic areas, ii) reduction of the molluscicide dispersal, which often negatively affects organisms 295 that may interfere with the helminth transmission; iii) implementation of research programs on 296 alternative/novel ways to reduce the gastropod burden in the environment; iv) enhanced circulation 297 of information among physicians, veterinarians, parasitologists and malacologists. 298
In conclusion, further data on snail-parasite biology is needed to enhance our knowledge of host-299 parasite interactions, and ultimately to provide new potential tools for GBH control. In particular, 300 the application of so called -omic technologies (e.g. genomics, transcriptomics, proteomics, 301 metabolomics) to large-scale explorations of snail-nematode interactions is bound to accelerate this 302 progress, ultimately leading to the development of integrated strategies of GBHs control, based on 303 extensive knowledge of snail biology and immunology. Altogether, these efforts will be 304 determinant in the near future to identify the parasite 'Achille's heel', thus translating these 305 fundamental discoveries into potential control measures. 
